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and General Blanco considered that the joint oper-
ations of the American Army and Navy had ren-
dered the reduction of Santiago only a question of
time, but they differed as to the course to be pur-
sued. In the end, General Blanco, who was in
supreme command, decided, after an exchange of
views with the Spanish Government and a con-
sultation with the Captain of the German cruiser
Geier, then at Havana, to order the Spanish squad-
ron to attempt an escape from Santiago harbor.
Cervera's sailors had hitherto been employed in
the defense of the city, but with the arrival of the
reinforcements under Escario he found it possible
to reman his fleet. An attempt to escape in the
dark seemed impossible because of the unremitting
glare of the searchlights of the American vessels.
Cervera determined upon the desperate expedient
of steaming out in broad daylight and making
for Cienfuegos.

The blockade systematically planned by Ad-
miral Sampson was conducted with a high degree
of efficiency* Each American ship had its definite
place and its particular duty. When vessels were
obliged to coal at Guantanamo, forty miles distant,
the next in line covered the cruising interval. The
American combined squadron was about double